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Project Title 

Enhancing and Visualizing Philadelphia Black Artist 
Records in Wikidata 

Description  

This project, developed by Dr. Synatra Smith, CLIR/DLF Postdoctoral Fellow in Data 
Curation for African American Studies at Temple University Libraries and the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art Library and Archives, aims to improve the visibility of 
Black artists on Wikimedia Commons and in Temple's and PMA’s collection & 
research information that is missing from their Wikidata authority records. With 
an openness to the fluidity of identity and art form, this data analysis project seeks 
to include all Philadelphia artists of the African diaspora and expand beyond 
what's traditionally defined as fine art to include public art, such as the 
Philadelphia Mural Arts project. More importantly, this project aims to visualize 
the rich history of Black art in Philadelphia, against the backdrop of African 
diasporic art across the United States, foregrounding what has been neglected 
from library collections records and public encyclopedias. 

This spring, Temple and PMA will host a series of Wikidata edit-a-thons 
crowdsourcing Wikidata information on underrepresented Black artists in the 
history of Philadelphia. Records on the history of Black artists in Philadelphia are 
being harvested from a wide-array of library catalogs and databases, including 
collections of TU & PMA & Mural Arts & African American Museum in 
Philadelphia, the Woodmere Gallery, Vox Populi Gallery, Space 1026, Locks 
Gallery, the Art Sanctuary, and the Colored Girls Museum. This project may 



identify other databases to use to enhance library catalog records and Wikidata 
information.  

Problems/Research 
Questions 

The Wikimedia commons is one of the public’s primary sources of historical 
information today. This project must tackle a series of problems at the heart of its 
research question, including inconsistent or erroneous information in Wikidata, 
the reconciling of library catalog metadata with Wikidata, and vice/versa, and 
developing advanced SPARQL queries and Python scripts to analyze and visualize 
the available data to tell meaningful stories about the history of Black art in 
Philadelphia. Further avenues for exploration include querying ContentDM/IIIF 
APIs from Temple Libraries, along with the Digital Public Library of America, and 
the Wikimedia Commons, to build image datasets of Black art for future DH 
experiments like image classification and analysis 

Techniques  Data mining, LOD / API queries, data visualization, digital storytelling 

Tools/Languages 
used 

Languages: Python, SPARQL 

Tools: Jupyter Notebooks in Google Colab, Open Refine, Excel, SPARQL Query 
Service, Wikimedia Tools 

Data  

• Data on Black Artists in PMA collection  
• Data on Black Artists in the Blockson Collection at TU 
•  Wikidata  data  
• Data on Black Artists in Mural Arts Collection 

(The project covers a range of data formats, such as spreadsheets, lists, and LOD 
records. The Fellow will work with mentors to focus on a rich sub-set as part of the 
Fellowship work) 

Outcome 

This project aims to improve public records in Wikimedia on the history of Black 
artists in Philadelphia. Records on the African diaspora have been neglected in 
Wikimedia and library cataloguing. Furthermore, available categories for defining 
what counts as ‘art’ or ‘Black’ have limited a full history. The broader goal of this 
project is to analyze and visualize the history of Black artists in Philadelphia in 
comparison with the United States as a whole, contrasting regions and 
distributions of types of artists across time and space. By comparing how Black 
artists are documented and categorized in Wikidata, in relation to white artists, 
this project also aims to think critically about the forces that determine who gets 
counted as an artist, what counts as art, and how geographic and cultural 
identities are constructed. Besides improving Wikidata’s records, Python scripts 
for running SPARQL queries of Wikidata will be made openly available with guided 
lessons through Jupyter Notebooks, and datasets generated from Wikidata will 



also be shared in published scholarship and data repositories. 

Milestone Timeline  

After 3 months: Analyze Wikidata to identify gaps in their records. Enhance 
Wikidata records with library catalogs 

After 6 months: Analyze and visualize enhanced Wikidata records to tell stories 
about the history of black art in Philadelphia 

References Wikidata: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Main_Page  

 


